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January 13, 2014 
 
 
 Re: 2013 Fourth Quarter & 2014 First Quarter Update 
 
Dear Neighbors, 
 

Happy New Year!  I am writing on behalf of the Applewood Heights Homeowners 
Association’s (the “Association”) Board of Directors (the “Board”).  I want to share with you 
some recent Association news. 

 
The Association’s 2013 annual meeting was held on November 6, 2013.  At this 

meeting Zach Roth was elected to the Board, and Sara Komen and I were reelected.  Please 
welcome Zach to the Board, and thank you to all who voted in the election. 

 
The Association maintains a favorable financial condition.  As of December 31, 2013, 

the Association had $167,472 in cash.  Of this amount, $28,619 (17%) is available for general 
operations, $22,201 (13%) is reserved for covenant enforcement, and $116,648 (70%) is 
reserved for perimeter fence maintenance and repair.  In terms of operations, in 2013, the 
Association generated income of $35,561 and incurred expenses of $21,390, for a net income 
of $14,171.  At the December Board meeting it was agreed that this net income balance would 
be allocated to the Association’s general checking account.  The Association’s 2013 balance 
sheet and profit and loss statement are attached to this letter for your review.   
 

I would note that the Association’s 2013 income exceeded our budget projections by 
12%.  This was the result of the Board’s continued initiative to collect past due Association 
dues.  Through this initiative, the Board was able to collect $3,800 in outstanding Association 
dues and interest.  At this time, all but nine (9) lots are current on their Association dues.  The 
Board will continue to strive to achieve 100% collections and will continue filing liens as 
necessary. 
 
 The Association’s largest expense item in 2013 was landscape maintenance and repair 
of $9,564, stemming from perimeter lawn mowing and maintenance at the four entrance 
islands.  The Board expects that these mowing and maintenance costs will be roughly the 
same in 2014.  The Board also spent $2,430 to repair some posts and boards along the 
perimeter fence. 
 

Attached with this letter is a notice that your 2014 Association dues are due by February 
10, 2014.  Please submit payment to Applewood Heights Homeowners Association, P.O. Box 
615, Boys Town, NE 68010.   As indicated in the invoice, the 2014 dues will remain at $60 per 
lot.   
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The Board considers the Association’s purpose to be fourfold: (i) common area 

maintenance; (ii) architectural control; (iii) covenant enforcement; and (iv) social welfare.  
Therefore, the Board’s actions will be consistent with these purposes.  We will continue to fund 
common area maintenance such as repairs to the perimeter fence and landscape services on 
the perimeter lawn and entrance islands.  Architectural control is provided through the 
Architectural Control Committee, subject to oversight by the Board.  Covenant enforcement is 
accomplished on a situation by situation basis through various means such as enforcement 
letters and fines.  Finally, in support of social welfare, the Board is prepared to sponsor one or 
more neighborhood events, such as a block party or picnic.  If you would like to be involved 
with planning such an event please contact Chris Vacanti at secretary@applewoodhoa.com.      
 

By far, the most common complaint the Board receives involves the parking and storage 
of vehicles in the neighborhood.  On this topic, the covenants provide that:  

 
“No automobile, boat, camping trailer, van-type campers, auto-drawn trailer of 
any kind, mobile home, motorcycle, snowmobile or other self-propelled vehicles 
shall be stored outside of the garage.  For purposes of the preceding provision, 
“stored outside of the garage” shall mean, parking the vehicle or trailer overnight 
on the driveway, or any other part of the Lot, outside of the garage, for seven (7) 
or more consecutive days.” 

 
In other words, no vehicles or trailers may be parked outside of the garage for seven or more 
days.  This “seven day rule” applies regardless of whether or not the vehicle or trailer is moved 
throughout the day.  Therefore, any car or truck parked outside for seven nights in a row 
violates this rule.  Obviously, the Board cannot monitor every vehicle in the neighborhood, and 
the fact that most families own two or more vehicles makes enforcement of this rule overly 
restrictive.  However, the Board will stringently enforce this rule when a camping trailer, mobile 
home, boat, or commercial truck/trailer is involved because these types of vehicles materially 
detract from the Association’s appearance.  To that end, the Association has the authority to 
impose fines or take legal action against any residents in violation of this rule. 
 

As always, if you have questions about any Board activities please email one of the 
Board members at the email addresses listed on the Association’s website 
(www.applewoodhoa.com).  Also, if you haven’t already, please join Nextdoor, the private 
social network for the Association’s residents (www.nextdoor.com).  This is a great way to stay 
informed about Association news, advertise a small business, post classified notices, or simply 
introduce yourself to your neighbors.  The Board wishes you all a safe and happy 2014. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 

      Aric Wenzl 
 
      Aric Wenzl, President 


