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April 19, 2012 
 
 Re:  2012 Second Quarter Letter 
 
Dear Neighbors, 
 

I am the President of the Applewood Heights Homeowners Association (the 
“Association”) Board of Directors (the “Board”).  I am writing to update you on a few 
upcoming Association events and Board matters: 

 
The 2012 Applewood Heights Spring Clean Up will take place on Saturday, May 

5th.  This event will take place from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. in the parking lot of the 
Applewood Heights Park.  As in the past, the City of Omaha is providing several garbage 
trucks for the disposal of bulky items such as chairs, couches, carpet, mattresses, 
lumber, building materials and electronics (e.g., TVs, computers, radios, etc.).  The City 
has informed me that the garbage trucks at our site will not take tires, yardwaste, 
batteries, toxic materials, or large appliances (e.g., washers, dryers, stoves, refrigerators, 
freezers, water heaters, etc.).  However, the City is hosting separate sites for the disposal 
of tires and appliances: tires can be disposed of at the Catlin Arts Magnet School (12736 
Marinda St) and appliances can be disposed of at the Millard South High School parking 
lot.  For yardwaste, logs, brush and trees limbs, our site inspector will have vouchers 
which will permit you to dump these materials at River City Recycling (6404 S 60th St) at 
no charge.  Paint, oil, automotive batteries, fertilizers and other toxic materials can be 
disposed of year-round at UnderTheSink (4001 South 120th St).  As a general reminder, 
the City maintains a helpful website, www.wasteline.org, which completely describes the 
City’s solid waste collection program.  Finally, the site inspectors at our site are all 
volunteers from the Association, so please thank them when you drop off your materials! 

 
The Association will hold its annual garage sale on Thursday, June 7th through 

Saturday, June 9th, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily.  The Board will post an advertisement in 
the Omaha World Herald and on Craigslist.  There is no cost to participate in the garage 
sale.   

 
The Board continues to have success collecting past due Association dues.  As of 

April 17, 2012, there was $4,560 in 2012 dues outstanding, for a collection rate of 85.4%.  
There is an additional $7,060 in outstanding dues from all previous years.  The Board will 
diligently work to collect this money, including lien filings if necessary.    

 
There appears to have been a recent increase of crime in the neighborhood.  

Several neighbors have reported that their cars have been broken into and/or vandalized.  
As a result, the Board has voted to hire Signal 88 Security Group, LLC (“Signal 88”) to 
patrol the neighborhood on a month-to-month basis.  (We were previously considering 
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engaging Frontline Security Services to provide security services, but eliminated them 
because they could not provide day-time patrols.)  Signal 88 will make three random day 
patrols and six random night patrols per week, at a cost of $390.00 per month.  If we find 
this program to be helpful, we will likely continue it through the fall.  Again, please email 
any of the Board members with your thoughts, observations or comments regarding this 
service.  As a reminder, please keep your car doors locked, especially if you have to park 
in the driveway or on the street overnight.  Also, please report any break-ins or vandalism 
to the Omaha Police Department at 402-444-4877 or via 
http://webapps.dotcomm.org/CitizenIncidentReprting/citizenReport.do.   
 

As was the case last year, the Board has hired Lanoha Nurseries to maintain the 
gardens and public areas at the Association’s four entrances, at a cost of $15,089.  
Several trees and bushes need to be replaced this year, which has added to this cost 
over previous years.  While not inexpensive, I think you would agree that providing this 
level of “curb appeal” makes the Association more attractive.  Mowing the Association’s 
perimeter will again be contracted to SunCo Grounds Management, at a cost of 
approximately $220 per week.   

 
I also want to make you aware that the Architectural Control Committee (“ACC”) 

has been reinstated and is currently active.  Per the Association’s covenants, the ACC is 
designed to maintain the general appearance, character and harmony of the 
neighborhood and to ensure that any exterior improvements are made pursuant to the 
rules and spirit of the covenants.  Specifically,  
 

“No dwelling, fence, wall, driveway, patio, patio enclosure, deck, rock 
garden, swimming pool, television or radio antenna, solar collecting panels 
or equipment, air conditioning equipment, wind-generated power 
equipment, or other external improvements, above or below the surface of 
the ground shall be built, erected, placed, planted, altered or otherwise 
maintained or permitted to remain on any Lot, nor shall any grading, 
excavation or tree removal be commenced without the express written 
approval of the Association through its Architectural Control Committee.”  

 
In short, any external improvements you make to your house or yard must be pre-
approved by the ACC.  This includes the removal and/or replacement of any trees.  
Therefore, please submit any improvement plans to the ACC.  Its members can be 
reached at: www.archictecturalcontrolcommittee@applewoodhoa.com.  It is important 
that you consult the covenants applicable to your particular Phase of the Association 
when planning any improvements.  While acknowledging the important role the ACC 
plays in maintaining the appearance of the neighborhood, it is not designed to micro 
manage all 524 homes in the Association.  As long as a proposed item is reasonable, not 
a detriment to the Association nor strictly prohibited by the covenants, I expect that it 
would be approved.   
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 Finally, some of you may have noticed that there is a new home being 
constructed at the corner of 104th St and Polk St.  By my estimate, this is the first house 
that has been constructed in Applewood Heights in over 20 years!  I can assure you that 
the builder diligently worked with the ACC to make sure that the design of the house met 
the terms of the Association’s covenants.  For example, the house is being constructed 
with shingles that were approved as part of the recent amendment to the covenants.  I 
think you will find that this home fits in with the neighborhood quite well.     

 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

      Aric Wenzl 
 
      Aric Wenzl, President 
      president@applewoodhoa.com  
 

 
 


